PETITION AGAINST SOME OF THE PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE AMENDMENT TO THE ASYLUM ACT AND

THE ACT ON FOREIGN RESIDENCE
On the basis of our constitutional right given by article 18 of the Bill of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms, we, the citizens of the Czech Republic and foreigners living here, appeal to the lawmaking bodies of the Czech Republic not to accept the proposed text of the amendment to the Asylum Act and the Act on Foreign Residence (Parliamentary Press 191).

At their present form, several points of the amendment would have very negative consequences for refugees seeking shelter in the Czech Republic from persecution; for foreigners and their Czech family members; and for the standards of human rights in the Czech Republic in general.

We categorically refuse to accept that:

· the fight against illegal migration should result in limiting the rights to asylum and that the asylum seekers should be considered an a priori threat, which the society needs to be protected from;

· all asylum seekers should be treated as simulators trying to abuse the asylum system and whose lives therefore must be made as unpleasant as possible, for example, by compulsory placement in prison-like conditions, which, according to the amendment, could take up to half a year at the airport, or up to several years in a regular asylum procedure;
· the asylum procedure should turn into a pilgrimage of foreigners across various detention camps, which will become zones with lower standards of human rights than are in other parts of the Czech Republic and where we will detain people whose curtailment of rights is politically suitable (we would thus follow the example of the USA that internalize asylum applicants on their infamous Guantanamo base);

· the marriages of Czech citizens with foreigners should be considered a fraud; the foreign police already has the capacity to verify these marriages, hence there is no need to make the conditions even more restrictive;

· those foreigners who are husbands/wives of Czech citizens should be deprived of their immediate right to permanent residence. This would bring a series of negative consequences for the whole family – especially regarding the health insurance, the state social assistance and other rights.
Sign the electronic petition at www.diskriminace.petice.cz (in Czech) or print out and sign the signature sheet (“podpisový arch” in Czech, the English translation of the signature sheet follows). 

This petition is a follow up of the more specific Declaration against the impending changes in the amendment to the Asylum Act and the Act on Foreign Residence, whose full text is available at www.migrationonline.cz/e-library/?x=2010459. More information in Czech is available at www.diskriminace.cz/dp-migrace/novela_191.phtml and www.migraceonline.cz. 
For the petition committee:

Pavel Čižinský
Poradna pro občanství/Občanská a lidská práva (The Counselling Centre for Citizenship / Civil and Human Rights)
Petrská 29/1168, 110 00 Praha 1 Email: migrace@diskriminace.cz
Marek Čaněk

Multikulturní centrum Praha (Multicultural Centre Prague)  

Vodičkova 36, 110 00 Praha 1 Email: mise@mkc.cz
Podpisový arch
Dle §4 zák. č. 85/1990 Sb., o právu petičním, uvádíme, že podpisový arch se týká petice PETICE PROTI NĚKTERÝM NAVRHOVANÝM ZMĚNÁM V NOVELE ZÁKONA O AZYLU A ZÁKONA O POBYTU CIZINCŮ. Podpisové archy, prosím, zašlete na jednu z níže uvedených adres do 31. srpna 2007.
Za petiční výbor: 

Mgr. Pavel Čižinský, 

Poradna pro občanství/Občanská a lidská práva, Petrská 29/1168, 110 00 Praha 1, www.diskriminace.cz 
Mgr. Marek Čaněk, MA,

Multikulturní centrum Praha, Vodičkova 36, 110 00 Praha 1, www.migraceonline.cz
	Čitelné jméno a příjmení
	Bydliště (ulice a číslo)
	Podpis

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Signature Sheet (translation from Czech)
According to §4, Act no. 85/1990 of the Collection of Laws, on the Right to Petition, we state that this signature sheet is related with the PETITION AGAINST SOME OF THE PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE AMENDMENT TO THE ASYLUM ACT AND THE ACT ON FOREIGN RESIDENCE. You can send these sheets, signed, to one of the addresses given below till August 31, 2007.
For the petition committee:

Pavel Čižinský 

Poradna pro občanství/Občanská a lidská práva, Petrská 29/1168, 110 00 Praha 1, www.diskriminace.cz 
Marek Čaněk
Multikulturní centrum Praha, Vodičkova 36, 110 00 Praha 1, www.migraceonline.cz
	Name and Surname
(legibly, please)

	Address (street and number)

	Signature



This is a mere translation from Czech. Please, do not sign here but use the Czech original “podpisový arch” to sign the petition.
