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Language

Czech Language Basics

If you're going to be in the Czech Republic for any length of time,
you're going to want to learn at least some of the language. Yes, it's
difficult, and it’s very likely that you'll never master it, but the basics
are both easy and essential.

Pronunciation: One of the first things you'll want to learn is
pronunciation. It's relatively simple and phonetic - letters generally
sound the same regardless of the words that contain them. There
are some exceptions, but unlike English, they follow fairly strict rules
- you're unlikely to encounter too many oddities.

Czech alphabet:a, ,b,c,¢,d,d e é8fgh,chilijklmn,
i,0,0,p,1%s,8ttu00vYyY27Z

The Letters g, w, and x typically exist only in foreign words.

Vowels are short (unaccented) and long (accented), and can be
simplified as such: pronounce the accented vowels the same as their
counterparts, just hold them twice as long.

Guide:

amakes an ‘ah’ sound (as in ‘bus’)

e makes an ‘eh’ sound (as in ‘red’)

i makes an ‘e’ sound (asin ‘she’)

0 makes an ‘0’ sound (as in ‘hot’)

u makes an ‘00’ sound (as in ‘book’)

y is pronounced the same as i

& makes a ‘ye’ sound (as in the ‘ye’ in ‘yes’)

The following consonants sound the same in Czech as they do in the
English examples:

b (asin ‘bed’) d(asin ‘dog’)
f(asin ‘film’) g(asin ‘game’)
h(asin ‘hot’) I (asinlit’)

m (asin ‘meat’) n(asin ‘not’)
s(asin‘sad’) v(asin‘van’)

z(asin ‘zone’)

Consonants k, p, and t are pretty much the
same as in English, just softer - never with the
‘aspiration’ that they may have in English.

The others:

¢ makes a ‘ts’ sound (as in the ‘ts’ in ‘its’)
¢ makes a ‘ch’ sound (as in ‘cheese’)

ch makes a ‘huh’ sound like in ‘Loch’ - with a bit more
phlegm

jmakes a ‘y’ sound (as in yes)

ris rolled, making a ‘rrr’ sound (same as the Spanish r)

Fis the rolled r combined with a Z to make a ‘ rzhuh’ sound

§ makes a ‘sh’ sound (as in ‘she’)

7 makes a ‘zhuh’ sound (as in ‘measure’)

d, t, and i are pronounced slightly different than their
counterparts d, t, and n. They're softer, sounding like ‘dyuh’,
‘tyuh’, and ‘nyuh’. When these three letters are followed by an &
oran i, they lose the hook but are pronounced the same.

There are some exceptions to the general pronunciations, but
thankfully they're few and far between.

® More information: www.expats.cz/language ®

Basic Vocabulary

English Czech Phonetic
Yes Ano Ah-no
No Ne Neh
Good Morning Dobré rano Do-breh rah-no
Good Day .
(formal hello) Dobry den Do-bree Dehn
Hello (informal) Ahoj Ahoy
Good evening Dobry vecer Do-bree veh-chehr
Goodbye (formal) Na shledanou Nah skledah-noh
Goodbye (informal) | Cau Chow
Good Night Dobrou noc Do-brooh nots
Nice to meet you Tési mé Tye-shee Mye
How are you? S
(formal) Jak se méte? Yak seh mah-te
How are you? 420
(informal) Jak se mas? Yak seh mahsh
I'm well Mam se dobfe Mahm se do-breh
What s yourname? | Jak se jmenujete? Yak seh ymenooyete
My name is... Jmenuiji se... Ymen-00-ye seh
Do you speak . P Mloo-veeteh
English? Miuvite anglicky ahngleetskee

b P Neh-mloo-veem
I don’t speak Czech | Nemluvim Gesky cheskee
I don'tunderstand | Nerozumim Neh-rozoo-meem
me: use me; forgive Prominte Promeenyuh teh
Thank you Dékuji Dyekooyee
Please; you're "
welcome Prosim Proseem

How much is it?

Kolik to stoji?

Koleek toh stoyee

Bill, please Uget, prosim Oocheht, proseem
Bon appetite Dobrou chut Do-brooh khutye
(Tgh);%urrs)health Na zdravi Nah zdrah-vee

Do you have...? Méte...? Mah-teh

Where is the...? Kdeje...? Gdeh ye
Restroom Toaleta Toh-ah-lehta
Restaurant Restaurace Rehs-tau-rahtseh
Shop Obchod Ob-khod

Street Ulice Oo-leetseh

Police Policie Poleetsee-eh
Hospital Nemocnice Neh-mots-nitseh
Train Station Néadrazi Nah-drazhyee
Airport Letité Leh-teesh-tyeh
vanttospeak | opimiuyitgesky | Krisee mioo-veet
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LEARNING ANOTHER LANGUAGE

Of course Czech is not the only language it is possible to
learn here. Just a browse through Expats.cz will reveal
Spanish, French and even Estonian teachers all at varying
prices. You can also approach cultural centers like the
French Institute (www.ifp.cz) or the Cervantes Institute

(www.cervantes.es).

Emergency Words & Phrases

Help! Pomoc!
Fire! Hofi!
Thief! Zlodgj!

Call an ambulance/a doctor!

Zavolejte sanitku/doktora!

Call the police!

Zavolejte policii!

I'm not feeling well

Neni mi dobfe

Where is the police station?

Kde je policejni stanice?

My bag has been stolen

Ukradli mi tasku

| have been robbed

Byl jsem okraden

| have lost my passport/bag

Ztratil jsem pas/tasku

| want to call my embassy

Chci si zavolat na ambasadu

I need a doctor Potrebuji Iékafe
Take me to the hospital, please | Chci do nemocnice, prosim
I'mallergicto ... Jsem alergicky na ...

I'm having a heart attack

Mam infarkt

She/he has stopped breathing | Nedycha
| want a lawyer Chci pravnika
There’s a gas leak Unika plyn
Language Schools («..
AKCENT International AKCENT

House Prague
Bitovska 3, Praha 4 140 00
& +420 261 261638

International House Prague

2 www.akeent.cz [=] akcent@akcent.cz

School offers Czech for foreigners, English, Spanish, German and
French courses. We organize courses for English teachers such as
The Cambridge CELTA, DELTA, ICELT, TKT and IH Teacher Training
Courses.

Institut francais de Prague -
Stépanska 35, Praha 1

& +420221401011

E www.ifp.cz [=] ifp@ifp.cz

The IFP is much more than just a language school as, besides
organizing many cultural events in Prague throughout the year, it
offers a library, cinema, book shop, exhibition gallery, Café and infor-
mation office for those who wish to study in France.

SFSERVIS

jazykova agentura

SF servis language school
nam. J. Palacha 2, 116 38 Praha 1

@ +420221 619297

= www.sfservis.com [=] czech@sfservis.com
SF Servis - teaching Czech for foreigners since 1990. The school
offers individual as well as in-class instruction comprising a wide
variety of courses for all levels taught by qualified and experienced
instructors. A convenient downtown location.

ARS Linguarum Prague B www.arslinguarum.cz
Manesova 27, Prague 2...........cccooooiiieiiiiin. @ +420224 266 744
Charles University = www.ujop.cuni.cz
Albertov 7/3a, Prague 2., @ +420224 918 775
English Nonstop B www.englishnonstop.cz
Nuslova 5, Prague 5 ..., @ +420 246 097 058
James Cook Languages B www.j-c-l.cz
Rybna 14, Prague ... @ +420221832 600
Presto = www.presto.cz
Na Prikopé 31, Prague 1... ... @ +420225 000 666

The Villa-Languages B www.thevilla.cz
Uvalskd 12b, Prague 10 ... @ +420775385785/6

Czech For Foreigners C)
Czech Language Training m
Taboritska 15, Prague 3

W +420 737 110 287, +420 222 713 270 Croch Lan e Tralning
E www.czlt.cz [=] kasparekm@yahoo.com

Enjoyable, interesting and effective courses for students of all levels
from friendly and understanding tutors. Only 4-6 students in groups.
Enrollment immediately. Payment monthly only. Info e-mails for
misssed lessons. Excellent references.

CZ Lingua, Czech language school
Wuchterlova 5, Prague 6, 160 00

@ +420603 480 667

B www.czlingua.cz [=] info@czlingua.cz

CZ Lingua offers customized Czech language courses from beginner
to advanced levels, individual or group tuition, at our school (3
minute walk from Dejvicka metro station), your place of work or your
home at times that are convenient for YOU.

CZ Lingua

Can you speak English?
Would you like to teach it?

Then all you need to do is« -
contact www.ihprague.com

Czech for Foreigners

e summer courses
e standard courses
e intensive courses
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JazkaVé agentura NOISIS, S.I.0. y‘ salmon losos
Bélehradska 79, Praha 2 NOISIS
& +420 246 031 693, +420 603 758 630 fazykov agentura trout pstruh
2 www.noisis.cz [=] info@noisis.cz goulash gulas
Evening and intensive courses of Czech for foreigners at 6 levels beef filet/sirloin in sauce svickova
in small groups. Preparation for the Czech state exam. Individual P
courses of 40 languages taught in English. Classrooms in the center steak tartare tatarsky biftek
of Prague. Legal translation and interpreting. Vegetarian/without meat | Vegetarianské/bezmasa
Miuvime! & cheese syr

uvime! - : i
Husova 356, 251 69 Velké Popovice = mlovime! - brie cheese hermelin
R +420 739 467 439 blue cheese niva
& www.mluvime.cz [=] office@mluvime.cz fried cheese smazeny syr/smazak
Mluvime! is a small language agency focused primarily on improving broceoli brokolice
English language education in Czech elementary schools. By —
focusing on the needs of individual leamers and providing a positive, mushrooms zampiony
supportive atmosphere, we help children build their confidence to cauliflower kvétak
speak without fear of making mistakes. spinach pendt
Caledonian School & www.caledonianschool.com risotto rizoto
Vitavska 24, Prague 5. @ +420257 313 650 pasta téstoviny
Channel Crossings E www.che.cz - —
Lazarska 8/13E, Prague 2 ........................... B +420224 948 230 Preparation Priprava
London Institute Praha s.r.0. = www.londoninstitute.cz roasted opékané
Soukenickd 23, Prague 1 ... @ +420224 811043 fried smazeny
- ~ } d $piz

FINDING THE RESTROOM sautéed smés

When you're in a restaurant, sometimes finding your way stuffed plnéné

to the toilet isn’t the easiest maneuver, especially when grilled grilované

you have no idea what male and female is in the given .

language. So to save you a few embarrassing moments, stewed dusen?

be aware of these terms: baked pecené

Gentlemen Ladies smoked uzené

Pani Damy

Muzi Zeny
|\ J

Czech Menu Decoder

One of the first things you're likely to learn is the various names of
food - you'll want to know what you're eating. Here are some words
and phrases that are likely to be found on a typical Czech menu:

Food Jidlo
warm starters teplé predkrmy
cold starters studené predkrmy
salads salaty
mixed salad Sopsky salat
Greek salad fecky salat
tomato salad rajéatovy salat
soup polévka

Meat Maso
chicken kufe
ham Sunka
beefsteak biftek
bacon slanina
beef hovézi
lamb jehnéci
pork veprové
fish ryby

How can we help your child
learn English?

Experienced, certified international teachers

and summer camp

d small group lessons
g learners - both EFL
and bilingual students

mluvime! languages in schools
+420 739 467 439

email: office@mluvime.cz
web: www.mluvime.cz

Www.expats.cz
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Luigi Boccherini
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Gioacchino Rossini

Paul Hindemith
Gideon Klein
Irena Kosikova

DUO BRIKCIUS - 2 CELLOS TOUR|

Praha, Brno, Chotébof, Stockholm,
Teplice, Lidice, ToZnik, Sarajevo,
Zenica, Velké Bfezno, Tallinn,
Boskovice, Ji¢in, Chodov,
Veseli nad Moravou,
Drézd'any, Klatovy,

Seberov, Tel?, ...

www.Brikcius.com

Garnishes Oblohy
onion cibule
garlic Cesnek
red pepper paprika
leek porek
cabbage zeli
ginger zazvor
asparagus chrest
almonds mandle
corn kukufice
butter maslo
pineapple ananas
cream smetana
ketchup kecup
Side dishes Prilohy
potatoes brambory
French fries hranolky
potato croquettes krokety
rice ryze
vegetables zelenina
dumplings knedliky
bread chléb
roll pecivo
fried bread topinky
Drinks Napoje
aperitifs aperitivy
beer pivo
can plechovka
bottle lahev
white wine bild vina
red wine Cervend vina
liquors likéry
soft drinks nealko
juice dzus
water voda
sparkling water voda perliva
still water voda neperliva
carbonated water soda
hot drinks teplé napoje
coffee kéva
tea Caj
spiced (mulled) wine svarené vino
grog (tea with rum) grog
Desserts Deserty
honey cake medovnik
ice cream zmrzlina
pancakes/crépes palaCinky
chocolate Cokolada
fruit ovoce

Feelin
Jon o
tie

ue

154 | expats.cz survival guide

www.expats.cz



How can we help
your child learn English?

English conversation classes in Czech schools

with enthusiastic, experienced & certified

international teachers

Private & small
group lessons for

young learners
tel: +420 739 467 439

email: office@mluvime.cz
web: www.mluvime.cz

mluvime! languages in schools, 2007






